NOTES FROM SENIOR TASK FORCE MEETING
February 17, 2021

Persons in Attendance: 		Julie Schubach		Wayne Duke
Lisa Kendzior				Kathy Rhoads			Laura Reiss		    Emily Harmon				Jonathan Davis		Chris Bruns
Liz Sullard				Cindy Johnson			Nicole Dowling	  Cassie Oyer                  		Victoria Cisneros		Kenny Kolke

IDEAS DISCUSSED
· While also supporting older adults in adopting new technology, can we meet them where they are at by broadcasting programming/activities through the television? Could include exercises to combat physical decline. 
· Vaccinations/ COVID next steps
· STF next steps/vision

UPDATES FOR THE IDEAS DISCUSSED:
· TELEVISON:  
· We have received some feedback from STF members and other partners that have talked with elders they have contact with and surveyed the names. However, we could use more feedback. The STF TV Committee will meet next Friday, 2/26 to make a final decision. Get in your feedback before then! 
· Wayne shared that the men he talked with unanimously preferred Timeless TV and that the women’s opinions differed, though SeniorWise seemed to be a favorite among women. How interesting! 
· Once we have a name, we will get the name and concept over to to Herbert Chavez, U of I Extension’s Marketing Coordinator, for assistance creating the logo! 
· Parkland students continue to work on getting their exercise videos finalized and taped. 
· Urbana Public TV helped Jacob at the Urbana Park District film some fun, entertainment segments to kick off our programming. Those should be in the docket and ready to use once we are ready!
· For those that have ideas of content to film: UPTV will come to you to film and will do the editing. Anyone can work with UPTV to get on the air. To be given the watermark and be an official part of this effort, there will be some screening process by the committee to be sure the content follows the mission of the project and to be sure one particular entity does not dominate the content. 
· To add content, for now add it to the Google Doc and/or email Julie: 
· If you would like to serve on the committee, email Julie! 
*Just to be clear: this television project is not a substitute for encouraging virtual engagement. We will continue to support older adults in adopting new technologies and taking part in the rich engagement activities available online. 


· VACCINATIONS/COVID NEXT STEPS
· Kathy shared that there is a local committee working on vaccination education and advocacy. They have put together vaccination BINGO cards that agencies can use for activities in person or virtually. The committee is also targeting healthcare workers as a significant number of healthcare workers are choosing to decline the vaccination. 
·  Discussed the differences in the sign-up and vaccination procedures between Public Health and Carle and the experiences people have had with getting their vaccinations. 
· Kathy suggested that though vaccinations cannot be required, listening to a vaccine presentation could be required. If continuing education credits could be offered, this would be a good selling point. 
· If agencies were able to offer staff the day off after their vaccination, that may help ease some anxieties about the side effects and not being able to afford to lose out on a day of work. 
· Discussed the need to be able to offer hope to elders that have been isolated for at least a year now. Talked about when it will be okay to allow small group get togethers for individuals that are all fully vaccinated and past the three week period after their second shot. All agencies are feeling the effects of declining health, mental wellness, and sense of purpose. Cindy shared that Inman Place has people that cannot wait to get together again. They were able to transport all of their residents to get vaccinations. Julie shared that RSVP also has volunteers that need activities and volunteer opportunities. Julie announced that RSVP has a new Director, Kellie Anderson. Kellie will join future STF meetings to meet everyone and get engaged in the conversation. Nicole shared that OSF Faith in Action sent out a volunteer survey to get a sense of their volunteers’ comfort levels with returning to the hospital and resuming volunteer activities.  


· SENIOR TASK FORCE NEXT STEPS/VISION
· Discussed next steps for the STF. Decided we will remain an action and advocacy group. We will both create new collaborations/ideas/programs and support existing initiatives in the community. 

