NOTES FROM SENIOR TASK FORCE MEETING
January 20, 2021

Persons in Attendance: 		Julie Schubach		Emily Reed
Lisa Kendzior				Kathy Rhoads			Laura Reiss		    Emily Harmon				Jonathan Davis		Brian Pastor
Liz Sullard				Jacob Johnston		Paulette Coleman
Cindy Johnson				Chelsey Byers			Nita Skeels
Nicole Dowling

IDEAS DISCUSSED
· While also supporting older adults in adopting new technology, can we meet them where they are at by broadcasting programming/activities through the television? Could include exercises to combat physical decline. 
· Reducing Social Isolation Committee of Champaign County
· Vaccinations/ COVID next steps

UPDATES FOR THE IDEAS DISCUSSED:
· TELEVISON:  
· We need help coming up with name ideas for our programming. Email ideas to Julie!  The plan is to have a logo watermark in the bottom corner while the program is running. Once we have 3-5 good suggestions, we will bring the options to community elders to sample what name resonates most with them. We will ask for assistance getting a wide sample.  
· Emily Harmon connected me to Herbert Chavez, U of I Extension’s Marketing Coordinator, for assistance creating the logo once we have a name and concept for him to work with. THANK YOU Emily and Herbert! This will be a huge help. 
· Parkland TV is ready to start work once Parkland OTA students are ready to film their exercise segments. 
· Urbana Public TV is ready to start filming content. They will come to you to film and will do the editing. Anyone can work with UPTV to get on the air. To be given the watermark and be an official part of this effort, there will be some screening process by the committee to be sure the content follows the mission of the project and to be sure one particular entity does not dominate the content. 
· Jacob has confirmed some local, senior-centric talent that are willing to film a show to start our project off with a fun bang! Thanks, Jacob! 
· We would like to start getting content on the air, even if all of our eventual pieces are not in place (i.e. the name). However, the sooner the better for that piece. 
· To add content, for now add it to the Google Doc and/or email Julie: 
· If you would like to serve on the committee, email Julie! 
*Just to be clear: this television project is not a substitute for encouraging virtual engagement. We will continue to support older adults in adopting new technologies and taking part in the rich engagement activities available online. 

· REDUCING SOCIAL ISOLATION COMMITTEE OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY: 
· This is an open meeting. We want to make it clear that this meeting is not just for giving updates on the current pilot projects, but also for dynamic discussion/brainstorming about how to reduce social isolation in our community. It is a huge topic, and we could use your ideas! If you would like to join this committee, email Julie, Amy Brown, or Sheila Greuel to be added to the list. Our next meeting will be March 25th at 10am. At this point we are meeting quarterly, but we are in discussions about potentially increasing the frequency. 
· Senior Task Force will be a place to flesh out and implement the ideas generated in the RSI meetings. 

· VACCINATIONS/COVID NEXT STEPS
· Discussed how to best get factual information about the vaccinations out to older adults. Liz suggested that we start with the individuals we are already serving and make sure they have information/can get registered/have a ride to get the vaccination. Julie will ask Family Service’s Senior Transportation program if they can accommodate ride requests to get a vaccination. Liz reminded that Synergy can provide transportation as well. 
· Discussed questions about the barriers produced by the registration process (brought up by Cindy). For instance, filling out the form online has been a barrier. Not all clients have email addresses, so some agencies have been using a work email to register folks. We confirmed that they do have the form at the site for people. There is also a hotline, but it sounds like anecdotal accounts note that you leave a message and never receive a call back. 
· Jonathan stressed the importance of getting on vaccination wait lists ASAP. 
· Nicole shared that many of their senior volunteers have received the vaccination, but that each County differs (i.e. in Vermillion they are still waiting for their vaccinations)
· Discussed the tax form that needs to be filled out to receive the stimulus check and how elders can get assistance with this. There may be more community support for this coming up- stay tuned! 
· Discussed our different experiences with securing vaccinations for staff. 
