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SAVE ILLINOIS CARES RX!

The General Assembly must save Illinois Cares Rx.  While Governor Quinn’s budget proposal calls for the elimination of Illinois Cares Rx, that would be a big mistake.    Eliminating this important program is bad for seniors and people with disabilities and fiscally irresponsible.    

How Does This Program Help Seniors and People with Disabilities?

There is a sizable group of seniors and people with disabilities whose income falls just above the eligibility threshold for most public poverty-based programs.  These individuals live on limited fixed incomes and struggle to meet their basic needs.  One added expense, such as a larger than usual utility bill due to an extra cold month or an urgent car repair, can wreak havoc on the monthly budget and leave no money to pay for needed medication or other important expenses.   Recognizing this, Illinois Cares Rx assists these individuals in paying for prescription drugs that might otherwise be unaffordable.   It is the gateway to access to consistent, affordable drug coverage throughout the year for its enrollees.    For only about $1200 per enrollee (on average), we assure the health of many seniors and people with disabilities in our communities.  
Why Would It Be Fiscally Irresponsible to Eliminate this Program?

Without consistent, affordable access to necessary medications, the health of many enrollees could deteriorate and it may become more and more difficult for them to live independent lives.   When this happens, an individual often ends up on the Medicaid rolls and/or in nursing homes.      Suddenly, the cost of care for that individual would be MUCH HIGHER than it was when the state provided access to necessary medications under Illinois Cares Rx.   Eliminating this program will eliminate the Illinois Cares Rx budget line, but that certainly is no guarantee that the state, in the end, saves that money.   In fact, it may end up spending much more.       
The Illinois Budget is in Bad Shape.   Don’t We Need to Eliminate These Programs?

Budgeting is about prioritizing.   The leaders in Illinois must decide what is funded with the revenue generated by the state.   When times are tough, as they are now, those choices may be very difficult.   But, they will make choices and some programs will get funded.  Illinois Cares Rx should be one of them.   It is a program that costs very little per enrollee but generates important outcomes that must be preserved, namely the health and independence of our seniors and people with disabilities.   
CALL YOUR LEGISLATOR TODAY AND ASK THEM TO INCLUDE FUNDING IN THE BUDGET FOR THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM!
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