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Good afternoon, Madame Chairman and members of the Committee. My name is Mike O’Donnell.
I am speaking on behalf of the Illinois Association of Area Agencies on Aging.  I4A represents the thirteen Area Agencies on Aging, serving older adults and family caregivers in partnership with the Illinois Department on Aging.  Area Agencies on Aging support a network of 259 community agencies and 84 nutrition projects serving over 512,000 older adults annually – one in four Illinois Seniors.
I4A urges the Illinois General Assembly to stop cuts in state funds for home and community-based services for older adults, in partnership with Area Agencies on Aging, to enable older adults to live at home for as long as possible, and contain the growing cost of long term care.   State funds for community-based senior services also enable the Illinois Aging Network to leverage $46 million in federal Older Americans Act funds, $7 million in federal Nutrition Incentive Program Funds, $24 million in local cash and in-kind support, and $13 million in voluntary contributions from older adults participating in senior services annually.

Area Agencies on Aging and community programs on aging play a vital role in helping older adults to continue to live at home and transforming our State’s system of long term care by:
1. Implementing Coordinated Points of Entry to help older adults and caregivers make informed choices, including long term care options counseling;
2. Integrating evidenced-based health promotion interventions in community-based programs to empower older adults to take charge of their health and manage chronic disease and disability; and
3. Diverting older adults from unnecessary nursing home placement by supporting community-based services and supports, including home delivered meals, and services that support families in caring for their loved ones, such as respite care.
I4A opposes the budget proposed by the Governor for FY2012.  

We oppose the proposed cuts of $804,100 in funding for Community-Based Services, $448,300 in Planning and Service Grants to Area Agencies on Aging, and $1,186,100 for Home Delivered Meals.  These cuts will result in the reduction of Community-Based Services for vulnerable older adults, such as:

· 2,873 fewer older persons will be provided meals during State Fiscal Year 2012 because of state funding cuts in home delivered meals (444,618 meals).
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·  3,913 fewer older persons will receive assisted, emergency or transportation services.  Special transportation programs that assist older persons from their doorway to the vehicle and to the door way of their destination will be impacted.  Others will not receive transportation to health care appointments, essential shopping and service destinations.

·  22,925 fewer older persons will receive information, assistance and benefits counseling from the aging network.

· 1,972 fewer older persons will receive such services as medication management, legal assistance, in-home care, telephone assurance, senior center, housing assistance, limited English speaking services, respite and small repairs essential to assist people  remain in their homes.

The results of the above cuts include:

· City of Chicago 3-1-1 number and all community based senior service programs in the state delaying or denying older callers and family caregivers timely responses to their requests -  the impact being increased City and State costs to respond to requests delayed over time; 

· rural senior centers in the most southeastern portion of the state facing closures due to cut backs in support to the region; 

· older persons across the state denied home delivered meals valued at $395, resulting in increased reliance on the Illinois Community Care Program at an average cost of $6,028 per year for CCP clients who are not eligible for Medicaid; or, at an average cost of $41,040 for nursing facility care in 2008 (Illinois Department on Aging, “Determination of Need, Service Cost Maximum Study,” 2009).
· denial of transportation - the difference between self sufficiency or leaving the home for more costly care - valued at $88.62 per year, resulting in over $41,000 of state expenses per year per person for nursing facility care.
We oppose the proposed elimination of the Illinois Cares Rx program ($107 million) from the budget for the Department of Healthcare and Family Services , which will impact over 280,000 older adults and persons with disabilities.  Older adults and persons with disabilities, who rely on Illinois Cares Rx to help them pay monthly premiums, annual deductibles, affordable co-payments, and cover co-payments in the do-nut hole under their Medicare Part D plans, will not be able to afford to purchase medications needed to manage chronic health conditions, resulting in increased hospitalizations, nursing home admissions, and deaths.

Illinois has a balanced, responsive and strong senior service infrastructure.  Proposed cuts will undermine the support system developed over the past 38 years without the State offering any clear alternative care solutions.  We urge you to stop budget cuts to programs and services for Illinois Seniors.  Thank you.
