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Speaking Points for Call-In to Governor’s Office Regarding SFY2012 Introduced Budget

Call the Governor at 1-800-664-9903 and tell him to stop cuts to critical senior services. Cutting these services will push people into costly nursing homes, take meals off the tables of struggling seniors, damage community programs on aging, and jeopardize older adults who can barely afford to pay their property tax and other bills.
Introduce yourself, and include your relationship to the Illinois Department on Aging’s (IDoA) Community Care Program (CCP) (e.g., provider agency serving 500 clients in DuPage County, homecare aide taking care of 3 seniors, daughter of a current CCP client, etc.)

Articulate your concern that you have heard the CCP will be cut to serve only Medicaid clients. 

► As many as 30,000 frail seniors will lose services that keep them safely in their own home.
► This will result in an increase in hospital readmissions and nursing home placements, at a much higher cost to the state.
Emphasize that CCP home and community services are a proven cost-effective alternative to facility-based care.   Home and community services address necessary long-term care needs at a rate of three seniors for every one senior in facility care. Nursing home care costs three times that of CCP.  CCP saves the state money.

► In SFY2010, the average cost for nursing home care was over $3,000 per month compared to $820 per month for CCP services, including case management.

► A recent analysis of Illinois’ long-term care services structure, conducted by HCBS Strategies Inc., a Baltimore-based consulting firm that specializes in Medicaid home and community based services, concluded that providing homecare services to at-risk seniors reduces overall nursing home use, and helps “control Illinois’ overall long-term care spending.”  More specifically, the analysis suggested that as a result of the CCP, and Supported Living services, in 2008 Illinois saved $674 million (gross), or $260 million less Medicaid FFP.

Make comment that the CCP plays an essential senior service and employment role in communities all across the State of Illinois.

► Currently, every month, over 60,000 seniors receive homecare services through the CCP.  These seniors are low-income and frail.  

► CCP provides home and community based services which prevent or delay costly nursing home facility care 
► The CCP is a notable component of Illinois’ economy - CCP contracted homecare agencies employ over 30,000 individuals who perform both administrative and direct care duties.  
► Hundreds of additional adult day services and case management positions are employed by over 100 provider agencies who contract with the IDoA to provide CCP services.

► Many benefits extend CCP clients’ family members, such as the ability to continue to go to work knowing that the senior family member is receiving necessary in-home supports during the day to maintain them safely and comfortably in their own home.  

CCP eligibility should not be modified to Medicaid-eligible clients only.  
► Current CCP clients who exceed Medicaid financial standards, do so by a slim margin.  If these individuals are denied access to CCP home and community services, they will quickly diminish their personal resources to Medicaid levels, either in the community or in the nursing home, typically within two to six months.  Forcing low-income seniors to deplete their resources to Medicaid levels will expedite their reliance on Medicaid funded services.    

The availability and effectiveness of CCP home and community services has driven down the number of Medicaid seniors residing in expensive nursing home facilities.

► In SFY01 there were 40,000 senior nursing home residents and 38,200 CCP clients per month.

► In SFY08 there were 35,000 senior nursing home residents and 50,200 CCP clients per month.
Other concerns include:

State Funding for grants to Area Agencies on Aging for Home Delivered Meals will be cut by 20% - a loss of $2,000,000.  This will result in the loss of funds for 84 Senior Nutrition Projects and a reduction of 1.4 million meals for 47,000 homebound older adults.

The elimination of the Circuit Breaker Program that provides property tax relief to over 249,000 older adults and persons with disabilities living on fixed incomes.  In 2010, 129,067 older adults received Circuit Breaker grants totaling $8.4 million, and 120,573 persons with disabilities received Circuit Breaker grants totaling $14 million.  Elimination of the Circuit Breaker program will also damage the Aging Network’s infrastructure for helping older adults to apply for Illinois Cares Rx and Medicare. 
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