Research Information and Consent for Participation in Observational Study
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Risk Factors for Tick Exposure in Dogs and their Owners
You are being asked to participate in a research study.  Researchers are required to provide a consent form such as this one to tell you about the research, to explain that taking part is voluntary, to describe the risks and benefits of participation, and to help you to make an informed decision.  You should feel free to ask the researchers any questions you may have.
Co-Principal Investigator: Dr. Rebecca Smith (rlsdvm@illinois.edu) 

Co-Principal Investigator: Dr. Marilyn O’Hara Ruiz (moruiz@illinois.edu) 

Department and Institution: Pathobiology Department

Address and Contact Information: 2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, Illinois 61802
What is the purpose of this research? This is a study being conducted through the Pathobiology Department to investigate tick exposure in dogs and their owners.  The purpose of this study is to determine risk factors associated with exposure to ticks and tick-borne disease in domestic dogs, in order to produce scientifically justified recommendations for owners wishing to protect their dogs from tick exposure.
Your decision whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future dealings with the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw at any time without affecting that relationship.  
What procedures are involved? 
Initial Survey: Participants answer three questions on tick exposure and dog ownership. (Takes less than one minute to complete.)  

Follow-up Survey: Participants in the first survey who indicate they own a dog will be invited to be included in an immediate follow-up survey.  This survey will consist of a number of questions regarding observation of ticks on their dog(s), tick preventive choice and application frequency, and activities taken with their dog(s). Participants will be asked to answer a number of questions regarding a single dog of their choosing from among their owned dogs, including coat length and color, grooming frequency, breed, and health.  Participants will also be asked a number of questions regarding their home and surroundings, including personal yard space and proximity to natural areas. (Takes approximately 10 minutes to complete.)
Observational study: Participants in the second survey who indicated willingness to take part in an extended follow-up study may be contacted to take part in the observational study.  During the observational study, GPS tracker will be affixed to your dog’s collar, and you will need to ensure that the dog wears this collar whenever leaving the interior of the house, including during trips to an enclosed yard or run.  You will be asked complete a survey regarding history of tick-borne disease in family members and dog(s), health history of the dog sampled, frequency of certain activities (i.e., hunting, hiking, and travel), frequency and method of grooming or checking for ticks, and general health of the dog. The survey should take approximately 10 minutes to complete.  You will also be provided with a diary for recording activities in which you engage with their dog for a week.  Instructions will be provided on filling out the diary.  You will be taught how to do a full tick check on your dog and will be provided with tools necessary to collect all ticks found on your dog or within your house for a week.  Approximately 60 subjects may be involved in this research at UIUC.

What are the potential risks and discomforts?

We do not expect any harm or discomfort to result from participating in this study.  Your participation is completely voluntary. A risk of this research is a loss of privacy (revealing to others that you are taking part in this study) or confidentiality (revealing information about you to others to whom you have not given permission to see this information). 
Are there benefits to taking part in the research?
You may not directly benefit from participation in the research. This study is designed to learn more risks for tick exposure and tick-borne diseases in dogs and their owners. 
Will my study-related information be kept confidential? Yes, but not always. In general, we will not tell anyone any information about you. When this research is discussed or published, no one will know that you were in the study.  However, laws and university rules might require us to disclose information about you.  For example, if required by laws or University Policy, study information which identifies you and the consent form signed by you may be seen or copied by the following people or groups:  

· The university committee and office that reviews and approves research studies, the Institutional Review Board (IRB) and Office for Protection of Research Subjects;
· University and state auditors, and Departments of the university responsible for oversight of research; and
· Federal government regulatory agencies such as the Office of Human Research Protections in the Department of Health and Human Services.

When the results of the research are published or discussed in conferences, no information will be included that would reveal your identity. The complete data will only be available to Co-Principal Research Investigators Dr. Rebecca Smith and Dr. Marilyn O’Hara Ruiz, and graduate student and investigator, Dr. Lee Ann Lyons. Data will be stored in a locked file cabinet in Dr. Rebecca Smith’s office. 

What are the costs for participating in this research? There are no costs to you for participating in this research.
Will I be reimbursed for any of my expenses or paid for my participation in this research?

You will not be offered payment for being in this study.
Can I withdraw or be removed from the study?  If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw your consent and discontinue participation at any time.
The Researchers also have the right to stop your participation in this study without your consent if they believe it is in your best interests.

You may choose not to participate or to stop your participation in this research at any time with no consequences to you.  The investigator may also end your participation in the research with no consequences to you.  You will not be offered or receive any special consideration if you participate in this research.

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Institute Review Board (UIUC IRB) has approved the procedures for this study.

Who should I contact if I have questions? If you have any questions about the study, either now or later, you may contact Co-Principal Research Investigators Dr. Rebecca Smith at rlsdvm@illinois.edu or by phone at (217) 300-1428, Dr. Marilyn O’Hara Ruiz at moruiz@illinois.edu or by phone at (217) 265-5115, or Investigator Dr. Lee Ann Lyons at leelyons@illinois.edu.  If you have any questions about your rights as a participant in this study or any concerns or complaints, please contact the University of Illinois Institutional Review Board at (217) 333-2670 or via email at irb@illinois.edu. 

What are my rights as a research subject? If you feel you have not been treated according to the descriptions in this form, or if you have any questions about your rights as a research subject, including questions, concerns, complaints, or to offer input, you may call the Office for the Protection of Research Subjects (OPRS) at (217) 333-2670 or e-mail OPRS at irb@illinois.edu. 
Remember: 





Your participation in this research is voluntary.  Your decision whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future relations with the University.  If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw at any time without affecting that relationship.
I have read/understood this consent letter and voluntarily agree to participate in the initial and follow-up surveys (click on the link below to consent and proceed to the surveys).
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV6QOdgP-SskNuke0Y9_v6VAWjtBW0aRT5Bxw58Fy0QP2gbA/viewform?usp=sf_link 
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